
 My name is Madison Feldman. I am a Junior at Wilton High School and I am testifying to ask 
 for $12 million in funding for tobacco control programs. 

 As a high school student, I see tobacco use in my daily life by my peers. Although you may see 
 adults smoking cigarettes in their homes and outside of buildings, I view the use of e-cigarettes and 
 “vapes” in school facilities almost daily. There have been countless instances where I have walked into a 
 school bathroom to �nd a student using an e-cigarette or “vape”. Oftentimes, they do not even hide it. 
 They do not believe it is something to be ashamed of. 

 Out of the 28.7% of high school students who use tobacco products, there is one student in 
 particular that I would like to talk about. A childhood friend of mine uses “vaping” products almost 
 daily, like many other high school students. However, this past winter my friend's mother was 
 diagnosed with cancer. As we all know, the crimes of cancer reach much farther than just the person 
 diagnosed. The past few months have been extremely di�cult with her mother undergoing 
 chemotherapy and radiation. A substantial toll has been taken on her family, physically and 
 emotionally. My friend is a victim of the repercussions of their mother’s cancer. Nevertheless, that has 
 not even stunted her use of tobacco products. 

 My friend often talks about the countless people who bring meals to her home, the people who 
 send gifts, fundraisers that have been made, and her almost daily visits to church to pray for her 
 mother. Nonetheless, she continues to give money to a corporation for the chance to acquire cancer in 
 the future. This confuses me as much as I assume it confuses you. My friend is only sixteen years old 
 and is increasing her likelihood to be in a position similar to her mother's, regardless of how miserable 
 he mother's condition has made her. 

 So I beg you, for people like my friend and people everywhere, please fund tobacco control 
 programs. There is so much that can be done to prevent the use of tobacco from a young age. Without 
 this funding for tobacco control programs, there will be more people like my friend and her mother, 
 which I can simply call a tragedy. 


